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Mr. LESLIE: I wanted to counter the
note of pessimism that seems to have ani-
mated this debate, The only pessimistic note
we gre justified in striking at the moment is
in relation to the Commonwealth proposal
to nationalise banking. If we follow out
the principles of freedom as in the past,
under wise government, I foresee a great
future ahead of this State, but we must
east aside the pessimistie outlook that would
have us believe that the only way to achieve
something worth while is by adopting re-
strictions, even to the extent of restrieting
working hours and so further curtailing the
supplies of commodities of which the
people are so urgently in need,

On motion by Mr. Hegney, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 11.22 pm.

Tegislative @oameil. |
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT toock the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION.

ALBANY HARBOUR.,

As to Tabling Plans,
Hen: A, THOMSON asked the Minister
for Mines: Will he lay on the Table of the
House a copy of the plans prepared by the

Public Works Department for improvements
to the Albany Harbour?

The MINISTER replied:
Yes. The existing plan is an outline

design only and subject to amendment fol-
lowing receipt of Mr. Tydeman’s report.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Ninth Day.

Debate resumed from the previons day.
[17] ¢

~
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HON. 'A. THOMSON (South-East)
[4.33]: I desire to congratulate the Govern-
ment on its attaining to the oceupancy of the
Treasury bench, We know that doctors
frequently order their patients a change of
climate; and it will be good for Western
Australia to have a change of Government.
In my opinion, it will prove beneficial to
the State,

Hon, G. Fraser: The doctors often order
a change to a temperate climate.

Hon. A, THOMSON: The previous Gov-
ernment, having enjoyed the fleshpots of
office for 14 years, had become self-satisfied;
any person who dared to erificise its adminis-
tration was viewed with extreme disfavour
and his action was regarded as rather offen-
sive, particularly if the eriticism was from
a member of the Opposition. Personally,
I feel that the offer of the present Opposi-
tion to give the mew Government every

. help is not quite in keeping with the petulant

and fault-finding attitude taken by the Op-
position so far as this session has proceeded.
Opposition members claim that the ex-
Premier, Hon. F, J. 8, Wise, performed
miracles in obtaining from the Commeon-
weaith Treasurer sufficient money to enable
him to balance his Budget, and that the
present Government should bow in humble
acknowledgment to him for supplying an
overflowing Treasury and for the work
which the previous Government arranged so
nicely and planned so far ahead.

I have no desire to detract or withhold
from Mr. Wise any praise for what he and
his predecessors, with the able assistance of
Mr, Reid, the Under-Treasurer, and the
Treasury ofﬁcwls, as well as previous Pre-
miers, did to obtain satisfactory results for
Western Australia when attending the
various conferences of Premiers at Canberra.
I am quite sure Hon. 1), R. McLarty will
prove their equal in his efforts to procure
justice for this State, Mr. Wise was reported
in the Press as having said that be intended
to insist on the present Government ecarry-
ing out the promises which he made to
his electors. I would be greatly disap-
pointed in the Government if, without just
cause, it deliberately refused to earry out
the commitments of the previous Govern-
ment.

I cannot congratulate some of the mem-
bers of the previous Government upon. the
attitnde they have adopted so far. The

<
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government of this State must’ go on and
the late Ministers wili find that, despite
their efforts to belittle the present Cabinet,
no man is indispensable, “The King is dead,
Long live the King” has been the watchword
of the British Empire and will ne doubt
continue to be so, to the disgust of the late
Ministers who have had to retire rather un-
gracionsly. I am sure the present Ministers
will tackle the problems confronting them and
will deliver the goods, I was astounded at the
charge of fraud levelled against the (overn-
ment and at the allegation that it had misled
the electors by telling them deliberate un-
truths. On the introduction of wuniform
taxation as a war measure, the then State
Premiers feared, and rightly so, that it
might become permanent, and that if it
did so it would prove to be prejudical to
the States. How well-founded were those
fears as far as this State is concerned!

The Prime Minister of Australia has eom-
mitted a grave and disgraceful hreach of
trust in calmly saying, “Now we have got
uniform taxation, we intend to keep it, ari
I will hand yon back what I feel disposed
to zive, no more and no less.” This evidently
shows that we are dealing with a man who
has no respeet for his word of benpur or
for the promise given by the late Prime
Minister, John Curtin, when he requested
the States to agree to uniform taxation for
the duration of the war and 12 months there-
after. Dealing with the word “fraund,” T
looked up my dietionary and found that the
definition is as follows:—

An act or course of deception deliberately
practised with a view of gaining an unlawful
or unfair ndvontage; deeeit, deception and im-
position. ‘

1 draw attention to the fact that at John
Curtin’s last Federn] election, the whole of
Australin was plastered with heardings urg-
ing the people to “Vote for Homest .John
Curtin.” The same thing appeared in prae-
tirally every newspaper. Knowing him as I
did. T have no doubt that, having made the
pramise that uniform taxation would be for
the duration of the war and 12 months after-
wards, he would not, if he were alive today,
be a party (o perpetratine such a gross
frand and deception, as has heen ecarried
out by his colleague, Mr. Chifley. The West-
ern Australitan Branch of the Australian
Labour Party assembles at Honest John
Curtin's grave annually to testify to his
honesty of purpose, to enshrine the memory
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of his serviee, and to do honour tw bhis
menmory as an honest man.

If it is right and proper for Mr. Wise and
his colleagues to insist that Mr. MeLarty
shall fulfil promises made by him and his
Party, how much more important is it that
an orgunised effort should be made by every
Labour member, both State and Federal, to
insist that the Commonwealth Government
honour its definite promise made fo the
States, namely, that 12 months after the
war ceaseill, uniforn taxation would end and
the States would be restored to their pre-

war status? [ echareo  State members,
and the TFederal memhers " representing
Western .dusdralin in the Commonwealth

Parliament, with having sold the interests
of Western Austratia to Canberra, so far
as nniforas taxation is concerned. As far
as [ ean gather, not one word of protest hus
heen utlered and no organised etfort made
against the vetention of this right hy what
might be iermed the frandulent actions of
the Federal Treasurer in dishonouring his
own and John Curtin’s promise to restore
their taxation powers to the States.

Western Australia has in Canberra four
Labour representatives two of whomn are
Ministers. In both Houzes of this State Par-
liament we have, I think 31 members vepre-
senting Labour constituencies, If theser men
were earnest in their desire to protect the
interests of Western Australia, they enuld
have made an oreanised protest to Mr.
Chifley, and he might have adopted a totalixv
different attitude from his present one, It
was hoped and intended that the Senute
waounld be n protection to the small States.
Some vears ngo, when I was in another place,
1 smpgested that we should get the =mallor
States, namely, Western Australia, South
Anstralia and Tasmania, to eome: to an
honourable understanding wherehy  they
eonld make a united protest to protect their
interests. But it seems to me that outside
of what has heen done bv two Governments
—those of South Austrnlin and Western
Australia—no effort has heen made, and rer-
tainly there has heen no econcerted action
taken, to protect the intcrests of the smaller
States, Unfortunately, throughout the war
party intovests have been looked after in-
stead of those of Australia ns a whole,

T was surprised this morning to read in
the Press that a Goldfields ropresentative

?
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suid that the goldmining industry was in &
very satisfactory position, and that he did
not believe in an increase in the price of
gold. We know that when Mr, Chifley was
here a deputation waited upon him. He was
certainly not as sympathetic with our main
induostry, that of gold production, as he ap-
pears to be with the miners of New South
Wales and the waterside workers in the
varions parts of the Commonwealth., There
has been an increase in the costs of the gold-
mining industry. I bave here a statement
which appeared in the Sydney “Bulletin”
dealing with the deep level developments
wlong the Kalgooriie Golden Mile. Tt says—
Deep-level developments along the Kalgoorlie
Golden Mile are good, especially in Great
Boulder and North Kalgurli, Rising costs, ow-
ing mainly to more expensive supplies and in-
vregses in the basic wage, and paid holidays
arc the troublegome problem. Chairman of
Boulder Perseveranee (Dr. K. B. Edwards) re-
vently told sharcholders that costs rose last
vear by £32,000 sterling without the company
getting any more for its main product—gold,
Last year 1<, 7d. a week was added to the basic
wage, making the minimum rate £6 7s. a week.
Early in 1847 the rute was further increcased
hy 6r. n week, and the number of paid holi-
days rose from 15 to 22, )

The hon. member sgid that no request had
been made by the Chamber of Mines for
an inerease in the price of gold. But the
Premier of this State, Hon. D. R. MecLarty,
drew attention to the position &t the Pre-
miers’ Conference, He said that last year the
Commonwealth received a gross amount of
£556,000 from the gold tax, and he did not
know of any other Commonwealth tax where
the ineidence was so heavy on the taxpayers
of a particular State. In replying to the
debate, Mr, Chifley said that the gold tax
was not very hig; that refunds were made
to smail producers last vear., He said that
only £392,000 net was received from the pro-
ducers in Western Australia. I think Mr.
MeLarty’s action in endeavouring to have
that tax removed or returned o Western
Australie was very wise. I wonld have
thought that the request to inercase the
price of gold, or at least to have the tax
refunded to the State, would have received
more gympathetic consideration in view of
the fact that every Goldfields member is a
direct representative of the Commonwealth
tiovernment. T would have thought that they
would have endeavoured to get a little more
consideration than apparently Mr. Chifley is
prepared te give.
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When we realise that the era of pros-
perity in this State began with the dis-
covery of the Goldfields, there is no gain-
saving the fact that that industry pot West-
ern Australia on the map and had much to
do with the opening up and development
of the outer areas. It provided profitable
employment for thousands of people, and
its development and increased production
will go far in these days to aid in the finan-
cizl troubles of the world, I am firmly econ-
vineed that the country that can produce
gold will soon overcome the dollar short-
age. A prosperous goldmining industry
means 8§ prosperons population.

Over £300,000 per year is extracted from
the industry by the Commonwealth authori-
ties in the shape of a gold tax, and I can-
not understand why there has not been a
more united effort on the part of repre-
sentatives of Western Australia in the Com-
monwealth Parliament to secure a remis-
sion of that money. I am sure that if he
received the £556,000 involved, if it were
returned to the State by the Comman-
wealth, the Premier could spend every
penny of it in providing amenities and im-
proving working conditions for people on
the Goldfields. Certainly some concerted
action shounld be taken to obtain a more
satisfactory reply from the Prime Minister
than has been apparent so far. Opposition
members in the Legislative Assembly
claim to have left the fipaneial position |
such that the new Government will find it
easier to earry on. For my part I am
afraid the present Government has inherit-
ed some very difficult problems for solu-
tion in the realm of Anance.

I notiee a reference in the Lient.-Gov-
ernor’s Speech to the operations at Lake
Chandler and the hope is indicated that
the industry can he developed {o supply
potash and sodium sulphate on a fully
competitive basis. So far produection has
not been altogether safisfaciory and the
assistance from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment has not heen forthcoming to the extent
expected. The hope has heen expressed
that it will be available later on. T cer-
tainly hope that will be so. To date the
Commonwealth Government has not heen
very helpful and, in fact, no assistance has
been made availsble by way of a bonus or
bounty fo the State Government. As the
undertaking was embarked upon as a war
measure and Western Australia has ex-
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pended a considerable sum of money on it,
seeing that the Commonwealth has an over-
flowing Treasury the provision of finineial
assistance would be very helpful. I trust
the Premier will be able to convince the
Prime Minister that the Lake Chandler in-
dustry should receive financial help from
the Commonwealth,

One of the most diffieult problems inherit-
ed by the Government concerns the rail-
way system. I congratulate Ministers upon
their determination to tackle it. In faet,
the problem confronting the Government is
one that is apparent in other parts of the
Commonwealth as well. The Labour Gov-
ernment held office for 14 years, and there-
fore must come in for =serious eriticism
with regard to the state of the system. I
look forward to the findings of the Royal
Commissioner, Mr. Gibson, and his eolleague
from South Afriea and trust that they will
evolve some means whereby the people of
this State will receive better service from
the railways. I hope they will recommend,
with respect to our main lines, the adoption
of a system such as that prevailing in
Sonth Australia where heavy rails are being
laid. Those who have travelled over the
80 or 90 1bh. rails between Perth and Ner-
tham will realise the comfort experienced
on & train journey over heavy rails.

For many years I have drawn attention
to the deplorable faet that no provision
has heen made for a sinking fund in con-
nection with the railways. How any Min-
ister for Railways, Commissioner of Rail-
ways or, in [sct, any Government ean be
expected to show a profit while the first
sleeper laid and the first dogspike struck
are still a charge against railway finances,
iz diffienlt to conceive. With its obsolete
plant and dereliet coaches and engines still
on the serap heap, the system would be
greatly unfair to any Commissioner. Our
railways were, in the main, eonstruneted to
supply the requirements of the ecountry
distriets, and mgny of them were built re-
gardless of access to the nearest port. The
whole system grew up without any co-
ordinating plan.

To he fair to the railway administration,
s considerable portion of the capital now
charged against the system, as it has been
for years past, should be written off so
that the whole of the people of Western
Australia might bear their just proportion
of the loss. Unless something of that sort
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15 deeided upon, 1 shall not support any in-
crease in fares or freights that may be
proposed, bearing in mind that the expense
in that direction would be a direct charge
against those who are producing the true
wealth of the State. The present Minister
for Railways and the Government generally
have heen crificised hy Opposition members
for having appointed a Royal Commission
to inguire into the workings of our rail-
ways.

Judging by the evidence already submit-
ted regarding the apparently appalling
conditions, the whole of the layout of the
Midland Junction Workshops makes it prac-
tically impossible for the men working there
and for those in charge of the administra-
tion of the operations, to render full value
for the money expended. Mr, Gihsen, in
his capacity as a Royal Commissioner, has
not hesitated to draw the attention of the
department—that is one thing T like about
him, for he clearly appreciates that {he
blame is not all attributable to one side—
to the deplorable state of the plant andg ihe
unsatisfactory conditions undér which the
men are cxpected to work.

For many years the nppointment of three
Commissioners of Railways has been a plank
of the platform of the party to which I huve
the honour to belong. Of the three
gested Commissioners, one would represent
the Government and one the employees. 1
can assure the House that during the course
of my “travels, I have found that many
of the railway emplovees are just as kven
to render efficient service to the Stale as
are the deparimental officials and cevtaindy
want fo usee the svstem operate suecessfully.
Tf one of the Commissioners were a vepre-
sentative of the emplovees. I am sure that
many practical suggestions wounld he put
forward with consequent benefieial results on
operations. The third Commissioner would
be rvepresentative of business interests.

wng-

T was surprised to note in the Press that
Mr, Davies, who represents the unions, said
that the men generally objected to any cosi-
ing system. The great bulk of those who
are working today know the three R's, ITow
is it possible for any business to be carried
on without a proper costing system? Every
private concern or Government department
must know what the cost of the articles they
handle really is. I congratulate the Minis-
ter for Railways on his endeavour to be fair
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to all sections of the railways. I feel that
the results of the inquiry by a Royal Com-
mission will not only be beneficial to the
State but will lead to better working eondi-
tions for the cmployecs as well as the ad-
ministrators.

With regard to education, 1 think the
present Minister is quite sincere in his de-
sire to provide better egueational faeilities
for every child im this State. He has, how-
ever, inherited from his predecessor, Hon. J.
T. Taonkin, the idea which emanated from
Tasmania ¢f having big central schools. I
have rather grave doubts about the wisdom
of closing our small eountry schools. They
have given excellent results. In my view
the one-teacher schools have given much
better results than have many of the bigger
schools with their large classes,

Hon. E. M. Davies: That is contrary to
the views of quite a lot of other people.

Hon, A. THOMSON: I live in the coun-
try. In the past small schools have given
excellent serviee and the children have got
on well. _

Hon. E. A Davies: The standard of edu-
cation is generally Jower there,

Hon. A. THOMSON: I differ from the
hon. member. The education has not been
of a low standard. According to the returns
that have been submitted, a greater percent-
age of children attending these small schools
have obtained sebolarships than has been
the case with the larger schools. I know
the point is a debatable one- The central
schools may be all right for older children,
but not for the younger ones. In the dis-
trict in whick I live, huses are employed
to take the children to school. Many of the
scholars have to walk one or two miles to
the place where they meet the bus. They
then go straight to school, True, they have
a play in the morning and an interval at
midday. At half-past three, however, the
bus is waiting outside the school and
the children are 1ushed home again.
There is considerable doubt as to the
wisdom of econveving children to the
Jarger sehools. No doubt a saving is
effected so far as the department is
concerned, and it is also true that the Gov-
erminent has not been in a position to en-
large the present schools owing to the short-
age of manpower and materials. T assure
members that country people are complain-
ing about the large classes.

.
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In my view the smaliler schools have given
us vertain advantages in years gone hy.
Whilst money may have heen saved to the
Edueation Department by the adoption of
the new system, the Government has becu
affected in another direction. It has to pay
for the hire of the buses.  Moreover, the
continned use of these heavy vehicles
on light roads has increased the cost of
maintenanes, and many of the road boards
ave asking for financial assistance to enable
them to keep the roads in decent order. If
the central school system it to be a suecess,
sooner or later the Government will have
to build hostels to provide proper accom-
modation for the children. It would cost
a considerable amount of money to ereet
such buildings. One of the complaints in
the eountry is as to the absence of build-
ings of that kind associated with High
Schools,

At Albany the Country Women's Asso-
ciation dand the Methodist Church have
combined to run & hostel for the school
children but the huilding is unable to take
all of them. At present there is no control
over the echildren.  That applies also to
Bunbury'and Northam. When the children
are brought in to school they are not kept
under control as they ave in a properly
organised secondary school. I am not eriti-
cising the ex-Minister for Edueation or the
present Minister on this question, but am
mere]y voleing my opinion that small schools
should not be closed in the country.

I congratulaie the Government on
its  intention to appoint a  Public
Works Committee, That is something which
is long overdue. The previous Government,
which held office for 14 years, did not he-
lievp in such a committee because it wanted
absolute conirol.  Parliament should have
an oppnrtunity to express its views through
such a committee and thus aet as a check
upon Government expenditure,  For ex-
ample, T would say that the Government has
inherited a serious problem in the Royal
Perth Hospital. Why the present site was
chosen is a puzzle to me. I do not think
anyone could have selected a more unsuitable
site. T suggest to members that they should
read the case put up Ly Dr. Hislop last
session.  They will find it all set out in
“Hansard,” Tt really shows that an appal-
ling blunder was made,

Hon. H. Tnckey: Smoky hollow!
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Hon, G. W_ Miles: Sleepy hollow!

Ilon, A. THOMSON: I am not an expert
on eleetricity, but I fecl that if a Public
Works Committee had been established it
wonld have investigated the proposal to erect
1 power station at South Fremantle. Such an
inquiry would be worth while. The reason

why I have grave doubts ahout the
South Fremantle proposition is that
for all time coal will have td be

vonveyed from Collie to the power station.
It was stated by the late Government and
the Electricity Commission that it is pro-
posed to transmit eleetricity from Collie
to Katanning, Narrogin and on to
Albany. Had the c¢ommittee been in
existence, it could have obtained expert
upinion surh as we are now getting on the
railways, and thus have avoided the trans-
port of coal from Collie to Fremantle for
all time.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The question of
vilnerabitity at Fremantle in time of way
i« worth considering.

Hon, F. E. Gibson: What is a distance
of 200 miles in these days?

Hon. C. G. Latham: The powér station
could be hit by a cruiser.

Hon. A: TEBOMSON: I am only voieing
my own views, It is too late to have an
- investigation now because the work has been
started and, as is the case of the Royal
Perth Hospital, the country is committed
to the proposition. A charge of fraud has
been made against the Government. When
Mr. Ryan retired from the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust, the late Government appointed
another man to represent the consumers on
that body. I suppose at least one-third of
cargo that leaves Fremantle, in the form
of wheat and wool, emanates from the pri-
mary producing section of the people of the
State. Years ngo the producers did have
a representative on the Fremantle Harbour
Trust, but now there are two Labour repre-
sentatives there and not one from the pro-
dacers, We know who was appointed to
the vacaney on the Licensing Bench. When
the late Government charges the present
one with fraud, it should bear in
mind its own aetions. T do not say any-
thing against Mr. Ryan. He is an estimable
gentleman and no doubt will do his duty.
There ia an old saying that ecomparisons
are odious.

‘representations had no eifect.
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We conli refer to the appointments made
by the late Government from panels put up
by their Trades Hall organisations. I know
that, as a Country Party, we appealed year
after vear to the late (iovernment to give
ns one representative on the Fremantle
Harbour Trast. We always failed. Our
I do not
approve of the policy of spoils to the vietor
but I think that, in a matter like appoint-
ments to the Fremantle Harbour Trust, there
should be at least one representative of the
primary producers chosen, beeause he ought
to be of some assistance. I have pleasure
in supporting the motion, which was so
ably moved hy Mr. Logan. I congratulate
him. He is a young member and I think
that perhaps quite a number of the people
think it is time there were moare young
members in Parliament. T feel sure that
those that are here will render as good ser-
vice in the future as has been given by those
who are looking to the time when they may
have to reiire,

I regret that we have lost our old friend
Mr. Drew. For many vears he was o mem-
her of this House and was held in the highest
esteem by everyone, I do not wish you any
harm, Sir. T know vou are filling the office
of Deputy President ery well. Neverthe-
less I hope that Mr. Seddon will soon be
sofficiently restored to health to resume the
duties of his office.

HON. C. T. BAXTER (East) [517]: I
join with other memhers in congratulating
v¥ou, Sir, on your elevation to the position
of Deputy President. You have had the
experience necessary to fit yon for the office
and have filled it with dignity. I also con-
gratulate Mr. Parker on his elevation to the
Ministry and to the leadership of the Coun-
cil; and Mr. Wood, his licutenant, on his
appointment to the position of Honorary
Minister, I extend congratulations to the
new members on the able speeches they have
delivered. Their utterances augur well for
the future and suggest that they will play
an important part in the work of this Cham-
ber. Mr. Latham, of eQurse, is an experienced
hand and onee again is a colleagne of mine.

The hon, member formerly represented
York in another place and York is a portion
of the East Province. We worked nnitedly
when he was a member of the Legislative
Assembly, and I know our sympathetie eo-



[27 AugusrT, 1947.]

operation will eontinne now that he is eloser
to me in being a fellow-representative of
the EKast Province. His speech last night
indicated very elearly to me how much our
views wynchronise, for two-thirds of the
matters with whieh he dealt I had proposed
tv cover myself, I do not now intend to
traverse the same ground as that eovered by
Mr. Latham; bhut there sre certain things
in the Lieut.-Governor's Speech to which 1
wish to refer. I commend the Government
for the proposals contained in that Speech.
If they come to fruition, the State will bene-
fit considerably., I say, “IL they come to
fruition” becanse, after all, it is a matter
of finance and in that connection we must
bow to the Commonwealth Government
which, T hope, will be more sympathetic
in the future than it has been in the past.

One reference in the Speech stands out
very clearly and boldly, and that is the
(Government’s intention to fight the Common-
wealth for restoration of Western Aus-
tralin’s rights. The Premier, Hon, D. R.
MecLarty, has already made a start jn that

direction. I feel that the apathy displayed’

in the past by some people towards this
matter and the acquieseence by the previous
Government in everything the Common-
wealth proposed to do, was bad for this
State, Crumbs were thrown to the State
Government, it is true, but that was not the
same as giving the State its rights. TFor
a long period of years the Labour Govern-
ment here was ever ready to concede the
Federal authorities everything they wanted
and to throw away the power it had. This
is not the first time I have said that in this
House, ’

Hon. G, Fraser: If you say that often

enough, you- will believe it!

Hon. €, P, BAXTER: We have only to
consider the Wheat Stabilisation Bill that
was brought down last session. No body
of men knew better than the Wise Govern-
ment that that was not a sound proposition
and that it was no good for any part of
Australia—mnot even for those paris that are
not growing wheat. Yet the Government was
prepared to submit that legislation to this
Parliament word for word as it came from
Canberra. That is only one illustration. I
do not want to conduct postmortems, be-
vond making thai reference. I do, however,
wish to deal with serious matters that are
engaging attention not only in this State but
throughout Amnstralia. Never before in the
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" history of our continent has there been such

a golden opportunity for suceess. The way
is open if we would only take advantage of
it. But are we doing that? First of all we
have bolstered up a gystem that has inereased
the cost of living beyond all reason. One
way we have done that is by encouraging
wage-earners to seek more nnd more benefits
and do less work for every concession ob-
tained. That is only one way, While the
exports we have had to depend on in the
past have come from primary produetion
only, there never was an opportunity like
the present for us to exploit our secondary
mdustries, to put them on a footing where
they ean export some of their produets.

1t is no use talking about fostering second-
ary industries in Australia for 7,000,000
people, To what magnitude eonld they grow?
We need to pul our secondary industries in
a position to compete with the outside world,
but we are not going to achieve that while
present conditions prevail. Let us take the
labour position as it exists today and ask
ourselves what will be the future of industry
under such conditions. Further advantages
are being songht in the Arbitration Court.
The present awards provide for 10 paid
public holidays per annum, a fortnight’s
leave on full pay, and six days’ sick pay.
Do not misconstrub that as some people are
prepared to do! ‘Do not imagine that this
sick pay is enly to be paid if men are ill.
They will see that they are sick for the
whole period. So there are 28 working days
in the year when full payment is made for
no services whatever,

Ts the workman any better off when he
has been loafing and been paid for it? Can
the country stand that and foster secondary
industries? We know that it cannot! But
even that erushing burden is not enough.
The men demand more, T want to take to
task the people that foster that sort ,of
thing, TFirst of all we have the paid
men of  the  industrial  organisations—
union secretaries and organisers and
their staff. Naturally they are out to
make something worth while of them-
selves in the eves of their members
by getting more and more advantages for
them. They eannot see the evil day com-
ing. Then Labour representatives in Par-
linment are ever ready to inerease the ad-
vantages that are killing industry.

Hon. E. M. Davies: A lot of men have
been killed in industry, too.
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Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, and in other
ways outside of indusiry. Members have
read their papers recently and have seen
the reports concerning an application for
a 40-hour week and a five-day week. This
is how it works out, The men want three
weeks’ sick pay, 11 pablic holidays and an-
other three weeks' annnal leave. There are
A3 days in the year. If we add Saturdays
and Sundays to the periods I have already
mentioned we find that the actwal working
days will amount to only 203.  If this
award jis granted—I hope it will not be,
hut it is being sought—it will mean that em-
ployees will be expected to work only
203 days in the year. And look at the paid
holidays they expect as well!

T wonder when the people fostering the
claim for these advantages will realise
where all this is lending to! No country,
especially a young country like Australia,
van live up to such conditions in competi-
tion with other countries in the world.
When are they going to realise that the

advantages granted contribuie to a certain .

extent towards the high cost of living%
The man on the high basic wage today is in
a mueh worse position than when he was
receiving 8s. or 9s. a day; for the pound
at that time was worth 20s. whereas now
it is worth only about 6s. 4d. The men
cannot have it both ways. Look at the
vonng couples who want homes! How are
they going to get them nnlesg they tie them-
selves down all their lives to a rental sys-
tem or spend two-thirds of their lifetime
purchasing houses? Yet there is a desire
deep in the heart of every man to have a
home of his ¢wn.

Hon. E. M. Davies: That position is
world-wide. Compare America and Canada
with Australia.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: They do not say to
their bricklayers, who are capable of lay-
ing 900 bricks a day, ‘‘Yon cannot lay more
than 400." That is not done anywhere else
than here and it is the sort of thing that
prevails in all those industries connected
with building. That is an example of what
is happening througbout our whole system.
There are tremendous restrictions operat-
ing in secondary industries. Firsi of all—
and this is a very serious matter—there
is the loss of manpower, through strikes
and lock-onts, which could bhe avoided.
Necondly, there is the decline in the out-

~[COUNCIL]

pnt per man per hour. This reaches far
deeper than most people realise. In many
cases a slackening up in the ontput per
hour has been encouraged, and in a few
moments I will give figures to illustrate
how startling has been that dechne in pro-
duetion.

Another serious factor that hus erept in
is the high rate of absenteeism now apparent
in industry. When a man is absent from
work not only is there the loss of his in-
dividual labour, but in many cases he forms
part of 2 chain of operations, so that his
abgence has a considerable bearing or pro-
duction. Absenteeism has increased dan-
gerously, in spite of the increagsed payments
for holidays and sick pay. As a basis of
comparison of the severity of industrial
disputes, as between different countries, I
will take the loss of production per thous-
and persons employed in industry. 1 will
not deal with primary industry, the Civil
Service and so on, as the effeet has not
been so marked in those categories. We
find that Australia holds the record over
the last 17 years,

On & yearly average over that period Aus-
tralia has lost 1,174 days per annum per
thousand workers, New Zealand 186 days,
Canada 247 days, South Afriea 48 days,
Great Britain 295 days and the U.8.A. 717
days. Surely that is a disgrace to a coun-
try such as this, when we know that the
majority of the strikes could have been
avoided. There is only one way of avoid-
ing strikes and it is not the method, adopted
by the Commonwealth Government, of giv-
ing way all the time, thus holding up in-
dustry and penalising practically the whole
6f the people. It should be made legally
binding that no strike ecould take place un-
less a plebiscite had been taken, by secret
ballot of all the workers concerned in the
digpute, and heavy penalties for any
breach should be provided.

Hon. E. M. Davies: I do not like the
word ‘‘strike.”” I would prefer you to say
that they are non-co-operative.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: Let us keep to
plain words, and the trath.

Hon. . Bennetts: It is not always the
workers’ fault.

' Hon. C. F. BAXTER: They try to cover
it up by calling it a stop-work meeting or
something else. Why do they not stand up
to what they are doing like men, instead of
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calling a strike something else? If union
members knew their business, they would
see that their officers enjoyed the same
strike pay as they receive, instead of giv-
ing them, in some cases, at least doumble
the amount.

1 am anxious to see Australia in a better
position than it is today. At present the
cost of living is too high for the worker,
even with his high rate of pay. Wages and
costs are chasing each other like a dog
chasing ifs*tail, and the cost of living is
going higher and higher, In the early days,
when men received far lower wages, they
were still better off, even though there was
no sick pay, holiday pay and so on. I am
pnot against the provision of sick pay and
holiday pay, but a big emporium with many
hundred employees has to pay out an enor-
mous sum today to cover such items. Does
the emporium pay that amount? No, it
passes it on to the consumer of the goods.
Every business must have a percentage of
profit, which is based on the overhead, and
dirvectly costs increase they are passed on,
It will be a happy day for the worker, above
all people, when it is made compnlsory for
a secret hallot to he taken before agreement
is reached to strike. -

I will now deal with a matter that has
scriously affected this State for a consider-
nble time, and where the position is becom-
ing worsc than ever, T refer to the transporl
of goods to Western Australia from the
Eastern States. We can leave Melbhonrne
out of our caleulations during the past six
or eight weeks, as goods have been forward
Eairly freely from that port—about as freely
as one could expeet under prevailing con-
difions~-hut from Sydney, from whence
comes a large proportien of the goods needed
to carry on industry in this State, we have

had practically no ships for over two

months. The last vesse] carrying goods for
this State left Sydney on the 9th June—
our invoices were dated the 12th June. Then
we were allotted another vessel, which pulled
into Sydney from Neweastle a few weeks
ago and picked up a little over 800 fons
of cargo there, Had that earzo all heen
the usual yrun of goods it would have helped
considerably, but a lot of it consisted of
housing- malerial, steel, iron, and so on.

Of course, T do not objeet to housing
maferial being loaded, beesuse we need that
badly enough, bul the vessel then weni to

.room in the sheds at Fremantle,
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Melbourne and filled up. ‘From there it left
for Esperance, Albany and Fremantle,
where it will probably arrive some time
next week. The Honorary Minister in

‘another plaee did work hard while in the

Eastern States and got a good many pro-
mises from the Shipping Control Board and
merchants, and we also have over there
linison officers who have done good work
and are doing their best. There are also
in the Eastern States representatives of the
State Housing Commission. All those officers
have received assurances from the Shipping
Control Board, and we would have received
a fair amount of goods from Sydney had
not the ships promised us been withdrawn
and sent elsewhere. Now we are promised
further ships, but I am wondering whether
we can rely on them. A writer in the Press
recently said that there was something like
10,000 tons of cargo for Western Australia
in the sheds at Sydney. I think he under-
stated the case, but at all cvents he could not
tell us of the enormous quantity of goods
held by manfacturers, instead of being sent
to the sheds, owing to lack of space there.

One excuse given for the lack of shipping
to Western Australia was that there was no
I went
down there, and found them practically em-
pty. T am surprised at the treatment we
have received from the Shipping Control
Board after the tronble and expense to
which this State has gone in sending a Minis-
ter and other representatives to the Eastern
States. We eannot eonduet business on the
present lines and it is to be hoped that the
board will carry out its latest promise, and
that the ships will arrive, The Melhourne
cargo posilion is reasonable, but commeree
in Western Anstralia is held up through
Tack of the poods lving at Sydney.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Yon would speak
more stronzly if you were in an industry
that-had goods lving there.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: I am in {he same
case as Mr, Bolton, as I have had pgoods
lying at Sydney sinee January. 1 ean
speak with feeling, as one of the sufferers.
Some little time ago the Commonwealth
Government annonnced that it intended to
inerease the number of members of the Com-
monwealth Parliament hy 30, and recently
it raised the salaries of members by another
£500 per year. Not many men in that Par-
liament ever carned £500 a year, let alone
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£1,500. Why does that Government want
another 30 members? Of course they are
-making work. Not only the Commonwealth,
but State Governments have reached out
and have dabbled in things that Governments
should not touch, Governments shounld
carry on the affairs of the country and main-
tain law aud order, leaving many of the
felds, in which they are now competing, to
private enterprise.

We cannot ran Government eoncerns on
the same basis as commereial ventures, T
have had the experienee of heing in control
of State trading concerns, and know what
I am talkine shout. The ramifications of
Government control are such that a State
trading concern cannot be handled in the
same way 8s one run by private enterprise.
We eannot get the same results from em-
ployees in the Government service as can be
vhtained from those employed outside, Gov-
ernments shonld jettison a great deal of the
business in which they are engaged today,
leaving it to private enterprise. Govern-
ments have takew on one thing after another,
but have overlooked the fact that, in the
hands of private industry, instead of being
ran at a loss snch ventures would prove
profitable. They are of no use in Govern-
ment hands and produce nothing excepl
the high cost of controlling and operating
them,

The people of Aunstralia are being ex-
horted to refrain from indulging in careless
spending.  Careless spending!  And this
from the (ommonwealth Government—a
{iovernment that squanders money in
every direction, a Government that has in-
creased mewbers’ salaries by €300 a year
and is talking of inereasing the number of
members, g4 CGovernment whose Ministers
are travelling not only throughout Austra-
lin hut also all over the glohe. Recently,
four Federal Ainisters were travelling
abroad, and each was aceompanied by a
rotinne of servants, What do the people
of Australia gain from this?  There are
1% Ministers in the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, and they ave constantly tripping here
and there. It does not matter what the
cost may be; the taxpayers will bear it.
T feel sure the day will come when Austra-
lia will have to eall a halt to such need-
less expenditure. The present rate eannot
he continued for long. We also find Gov-
ernment officers, both State and Federal.
iravelling all over the country in motor-
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curs op Saturday, Sunday and every day
nlike—at the expense of the taxpayers,

It is impossible to tax the people of Aus-
tralia into prosperity. The reverse poliey
is the only one that can bring about pros-
perily,  With the present heavy taxation,
people eannot expand the industries of the
country. What hope have they of deing
s0?  No matter, how good a proposition
might he or what employment it would pro-
vide, how many men are there with suffi-
cient money left after the Tagation Depart-
ment has finished with them to invest in
these enterprises? It is all very well to
say that such men invest merely to make
money, but the very fact of their invest.
ing their money creates industries and leads
to inereases in prodoction and employment.
The money takén from them by the Gov-
ernment in the form of taxation is worth-
less as regards being any aid in expanding
our industries.

T maintain that there should be a redue-
tion in the namber of Ministers and members
of Parliament, not only in the Federal
sphere but also in every State of Australin.
The country s over-burdenced with Ministers
and members of Parliament, Altogether
there .are G009 membeps of Parliament in
Australin for 7,000,000 people, and of the
total Bl are Ministers, The figures are—

Ministers.
Commonwealth ... .. .. 19
New South Wales .. .. . 15
Victoria e e .. . 12
Queenylani .. . . .
Western Auatralin . .. 10
Tasmania .. . . .. G
South Australia .. . . s

The Honerary Minister: Do not forget
that two of our Ministers are honorary.

Hon, . . BAXTER: There arc some
Honorary Ministers in the total, about
eight in all. It is remarkable to find a
State like South Australia with only six
Ministers, while that State industrially
has made greater progress than any other
pert of Australin.

Hon, (. Fraser: They are ovor-worked.

Hon, C. . BAXTER: The reason for
their being over-worked is that Govern-
ments have assumed duties that they
should never have undertaken, The pro-
vinee of a Government is to attend to the
affairs of the country and maintain law
and order, not to compete with private
enterprise hy establishing trading eoncerns.
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Hon. E. M. Heenan: Would yon say that
Western Australia has too many members
in the Commonwealth Parliament?

Hon. (. ¥. BAXTER: No, I say that the
representation in the Commonwealth Par-
liament is very unequal. The position of
some of the smaller States is really ridi-
culous. The hon. member knows as well as
I do that, of the 74 members of the House
of Representatives, 48 represent two States,
and they are the tail that wags the dog
whenever they so desive,

Ion. (3. Fraser: Would you suggest more
Ministers?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The hon. member
could not have heard what I said a littie
while ago. I suggested fewer Ministers
and fewer members.

Hon. G, Fraser: Yet you say they are
over-worked.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, because they

have engaged in enterprises which {hey
should never have touched.

Hon. ;. W. Miles: Which they had no
business to touch. '

The Honorary Minister: What wounld
you suggest? Departmental heads?

Hon. L. B. Bolton: No, cut out the State

trading.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: The Minister has
reminded me of something I wish to stress.
We have Ministers travelling round Aus-
trnlia and outside Australia, but Ministers
come and po. As a rule, the heads of the
Public Service continue in their positions,
no matter what Party is in power, and these
heads are the people who have the know-
ledge. For what purpose, then, should Min-
isters be travelling around so much. In
some eases it is necessary, but quite a lot
of the travelling dene is unnecessary.

Hon. (i. Fraser: Which one of the Min-
isters is doing unnecessary work?

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER : Every one of them.
Now I wish to deal with the position of
the primary producers. The seasonal out-
look so far is satisfactory, but we shall
still want rain during the next four or five
weeks. Although the priee of primary
produets is high, the cost of everything re-
anired hy the prodncer has more than
doubled.

Hon. (.. W, Miles: Trebled!

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: In some cases it
hus trebled, YWhat will be the position in
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the future when the prices of primary pro-
ducts fall to pre-war levels?

Hon. F. R. Welsh: Get the costs down.

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: Can the hon.
member tell me how farmers will be able
to get lnbour ut less than £5 10s. or £6 a
week, how they are going to get the price
of harvesters und spare parts 40 per cent.
below the ruling rate? The hon, member
cannot tell me, and neither can anyone else,
That is where the shoe pinches, and action
of some sor{ must be taken. This is what
is likely to happen in Western Australiu.
The farmer will sced the few acres that he
can sow by his own labour, and nothing
more, because he cannot afford te pay the
ruling rates. If he did pay them, the crop
would not be profitable. About four years
ago, I made the statement that we would
enjoy winning the war but would suffer
the peace. Never were truer words spoken.

The latest move on the 'faart of the Com-
monwealth (o ngtionalise Australia’s bank-
ing system will cut so deeply into the eco-
nomic structure as to shake the financial

* position of Australin to its foundations.

To me it is somewhat smusing to find var-
ious organisations telling the Prime Minister
that the scheme put ferward by him and
Dr. Evatt is something wonderful.  That
sort of talk comes from persong who have
kad no experience whatever, who know
nothing about the banking system. T am
wondering whether Dr. Evatt, while in
Ameriea, happened across the system
adopted hy President Peron of Argentina,
I think hr must have done so, because he
is followinz precisely the same lines as have
been adopted there,

Although Ieren has been in eontrol ax
n dictator for only a fow years, he has far
more powers than [litler wielded. He now
holds eversthing in that country in the hal-
low of his hands, and does as he likes. He
controls DParvliament, where he has a ma-
jority; h# controls everything, and no-one
dare say him nay. He did not take over
the hanks of the country, but made them
subservient {0 the national banking system,
and put in charge Miguel Mirandn, & man
the hanks earried for years. He is the man
wha tells the commercigl banks just what
they may or may not do. They cannot
make a loan unless it is approved by him.
So great is (he power taken by Peron that
he ean at any moment seize individual
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deposits lying in any bank in the Argen-
tine. How far removed from that shall we
he il the trading banks in Australia are
nationalised? °

Peron does not stop at that; he controls
ull education, as well as the economic strne-
ture, both interna]l and external.  All ex-
porting is done by his Government. I have
only to mention two items to show the ex-
tent to which this dictator ean go, and that
is the direction in whick we are heading.
He pays 75 cents per bushel for wheat,
and while he certainly provides eheap wheat
for his peopie in order to placate thew, he
exports the balance at a price of 2 dellars
81 cents. He is the only buyer and the only
seller. He pives the cattle people 75 dollars
per head for their cattle, and sells them
for 185 dollars.

Ilon, F. R. Welsh: Good business!

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: What about our
wheat business?” Are not we in almost a
similar position?  Farmers are receiving
4s. per bushel for their wheat, which amount
is being paid to them by a generous Labour
Government. Our farmers are entitled to
every penny of the export value of the
wheat they prow,

Hon. E, M. Heenan:
spend it.

Hon. €. F. BAXTER: The money woul
be spent in Australia and would still be
here. Is it not better for our farmers to be
in a sound position finaneiaily than on the
verge of bankruptey, with no hope of redue-
ing their debts, replacing worn-out ma-
chinery or bnilding up their land with
superphosphate?

Hon. E. M. Heenan: The idea was t¢
ensure the farmers a fair price in the
future as well.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Let me apply the
same reasoning to an industry in which the
hon. member is interested, namely, gold-
mining. If the Commonwealth took
£ per ounee of gold as a reserve to
he used in the event of the price falling at
some foturve time, what would he say? It
does not matter about the people who are
exporting commodities to maintain eredits
abroad to meet our reqnirements. It does
not matter one iota about them; we ought
not to study them. In Argentine, when two
newspapers had the temerity to eriticise
Peron’s ndm;nistmtion, he promptly seized

And they would
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all the newsprinf of one of the newspapers,
and stationed police at overy corner of the
city to prosecute all the vans of the other
paper travelling at a speed greater than
nine miles per hour, so, of course, the com-
pany could not deliver its paper. These
newspapers had to bow the koee.

Hon., W. R. Hall: That is better than
bending the elbow!

Hon. C.'F. BAXTER: Are we to travel
along the same road as we started on? No
person can justify the nationalisation of
banking. What will be the pasition? When
the Commonwealth Bank operates solely in
every Australian State, will the value of the
personal equation be taken into considera-
tion? Tt has a tremendous value today, sven
when a person is not possessed of greal
assets, The bank knows the man it is deal-
itg with. Banks have assisted clients merely

" on the personal equation; the banks know

their men. Will the Commonwealth Bank
do that? Certainly not! The Common-
wealth Bank holds a large sum of money.
The present Commonwealth loan is not
poing well, and those that follow will
probably go  badly. The Common-
wealth Government is exploring every
source to secure further loans and when

‘money is not forthecoming for them, will

probably say, “So much of your deposit in
the bank bas to go into the loan.” The day
might even eome when the Commonweslth
will turn round and say, “We want your
noney for the country, You will have to
live on £5 a week.™

Hon. E, M, Davies: Yon have a wohder-
ful imagination,

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: If 1 snid the
Liberal Government would nationalise the
banks the hon. member would say T had a
wanderful imogination, Argentina has the
right to do so.

Hon. E. M. Davies: No. T would not.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: My word! The
hon. member would.

Hon. @G. Fraser: Nationalisation of bank-
ing has always been our policy.

Hon, C. P, BAXTER: In the same way
as the other planks in the policy of the
Labour Party! This time, however, Mr.
Chifley, pushed on by Dr. Evatt, is going
the dizzy limit. No wonder Mr, Thomson
referred to the late Mr. Curtin, who was
honourable and kept his word. Mr. Chifley’s
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word does not seem to be worth anything
at all. He has no consideration for Aus-
tralia, I support the motion.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
[6.4]: T desire to congratulate you, Sir,
upon the position you are holding; but, like
previous speakers, I sincerely lhope the Pre-
sident will be back at an early date to carry
on his duties. Me has the sympathy of
every member of this Chamber; we sincerely
hope that he will return tully restored to
health, I also desire to congratulate the
Government of the day on having secured
control of the Treasury bench. The Minister
for Mines and the Assistant Minister are to
he congratulated on their elevation to the
Ministry. The interest aud energy thai both
have displayed to date angur.a good future
for Weatern Australia. T move about the
State a great deal and am satisfied that today
a feeling of confidence prevails in the com-
munity that bhas been lacking for a number
of vears. Probably some of my friends in
the House will not agree with me, but T
think T am right in saving that the people
feel that for a term af least we have men
handling the affairs of the State in whom
they can repose confidence, The recent elec-
tions proved that, and J am certain the
memhbers of the Government will give an
excellent aecount of themselves.

Hon. G. Fraser: The people decided to
give them a chance to honour the many
promises they made,

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: That is a good
interjection. Give them a chance! Leave it
at that for a moment. 1 cannot say that the
members of the previous Government have
=0 far given them a chance, because all we
have heard from them so far is erificism and,
to my mind, quite unfair eriticism of the
way in which the new Gavernment attained
power and of the way in which it is carry-
ing ont its work. DMr. Fraser suggested that
the new Government be given a chanee. As
1 =aid, that is the last thing the Opposition,
in another plaee is doing so far. If the
werld loves one person more than another
it i a good sport and a good loser. Some
of the ex-Ministers have “proved fo be
neither zood sports nor zood losers.

Hon, . Fraser: I think all of them have
proved that they are,

1on. L. B. BOLTOX: To my mind, the
proof is very poor. Huwever, to get hack to

f
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my subjeet. I (esire to extend a welcome to
the new members of the Chamber. There is
quite a_number of them and those who have
delivered’ their maiden speeches have im-
pressed me as being men whoe will give
excellent service to the State, T desire par-
ticularly to congratulate Mr. Logan on his
maiden specch. Mr. Fraser may rememhber
that when 1 was speaking to the Address-
in-reply last session, I snggested that that
would be the lnst ocension on which le
would have the opporiunity of mov mg its
adoption for quite a long period.

Hou. W, R.-1lall: You must have heard
something!

Hon. L. B, BOLTON: I evidently knew
something, 1 looked up my remarks in
“Hansard.” Mr, Kitson, the Leader of the
House at the time, said I was generous to
make such a suggestion. The change has
been brought about and I think most of us,
with all due respect to Mr, Fraser, ave very
pleased with it. T am not one of those who
are constantly contending that the previous
Government did nothing for the State. I
desire to give it credit for some very, good
work which it accomplished. So far as our
industries are concerned, the previous Gov-
erument did all in its power to cxpand them,
but not in the direction that T and others
wonld have liked. However, it certainly did
some good work, but it left undone quite
a lot and permitted drift in many direetions.
I am locking forward to the present Gov-
ernment overtaking and rectifying that post-
tion.

Hon, E. M. Hecnan: The people are, too.

Hou. L. B. BOLTON: Yes. I assure my
friend on my left that the people will nnt
look in vain, if the new Government is given
the opportunity. After all, seasons have a -
hig effect on the progress of the State. T
think it was JMr. Gray who snggested that
the present Government took office at g
time and undey conditions better than any
previous Government did,

ITon. G. W. Miles: Fle said the present
Government had a hed of roses,

Hon, L. B. BOLTOXN: T {hink he men-
tioned a bed of roses.
Hon. F. H, Gray: T did not.

Hon. L. B, BOLTON: T apnlogise, T was
zoing to suggest that hard the previous Gov-
ernment loft a hed of rosrs it cortainly left
the tharns, Tn slraightening out many mat-
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ters yequiring attention, the present Govern-
ment will find many thorns. It is pleasing
to me to note that the Government.is doing
all it can to help the industries of the State.
I give particular credit for that to the
Minister for Industries. Hon. A. F. Watts
is just as enthusiastic and whole-hearted in
carrying oub his work as was his predecessor,
Hon. A. R, G. Hawke. The progress of in-
dustries depends mainly on twe factors and
I propose to touch briefly on them. Prob-
ably the more important is power. The un-
sftisfactory position of industrial power has
been stressed time and time again in this,
Chamber, and not only here but in other
places. Last session, particularly during the
disenssion on the Electricity Bill, it was
pointed out that unless some greater efforis
were made to improve the power position,
it would be almost useless to endeavour to
inerease the number of our industries and
to expand those in existence. In a speech I
made, T stressed the importance of speed-
ing up the completion of the South Fre-
mantle Power Station,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Prior to tea
I was discossing the question of elee-
trie power—or the Iack of it.  The
{ioverniment must make every endeavour
te assist i supplying sufficient power
for our industries, .If no order has
already been placed, either by the late Gov-
ernment or the present Administration, for
additional plant at South Fremantle, in
orider tn see us over, not the next five years,
hut the next ten or twenty vears, one shouid
he forwarded without delay. The position
we are in today is dne to pothing more or
less than the short-sighted policy of the late
CGlovernment. I say that emphatieally, and
T sincerely hope that the present Gavern-
ment will, if it has not already taken
the step T have indicated, do so without
delay.

Mon, G. Fraser: You do not think that
six vears of war had anything to do with
the shortage of machinery, do you?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: This extra plant
shauld have heen ordered long before then.
I question whether it was ordered six years

[COUNCIL.]

ago. I feel certain that it was not. The war
was one reason why the ovder should have
been placed. It must have been realised that
after the war, when things settled down
again, this State would endeavour to eamrry
on many of the new industries established
during the war,

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: South Australia got
a complete new electrical generating plant
during the war,

Hon. L. B. BOLTOXN : That is so. South
Australia, of all the States, was the one
which most studied the industrial outlook,
and I venture to say that today South Aus-
tralia is in a better pesition, industrially,
than is any other State,

Hon. G. Fraser: Because it took an undue
advantage of the war.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: 1t did not at all.
South Australis had live men of the right
party in power, and the right people behind
the guns, They went out after business and
secured it to the benefit of their State.

Hon. G. Fraser: The trouble was that she
did not bave her men behind the guns. She
left that part to the other States,

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: The hon. member
is quite wrong there. Due to the efforts
of Mr. Playford and his Government, South
Australia stands in a better induslrial posi-
tion than does any other State in the Com-
monwealth, It has some of the finest indus-
tries in Australia and they are leing fur-
ther developed and ¢neonraged. The South
Australian Government made land avail-
able to those industries. It did not attempt
to drive them nway. When T was in Sydpey
recently I had the pleasure of meeting Lord
Nuftield. This meéting took place at a
test mateh at Sydney, and My, Miles ean
bear me out in this because he, too, was
present. We diseussed business, naturally,
hoth being in the same line. I am, of
course, in a very small way but even the
mouse helps the lion.

Lord Nuffield said, ‘‘T have a racecourse
in New South Wales but that is all I have,
so far as my indusiry is concerned. I'do
not know what I am going to do with it,
other than this, that T am not going to
bnild on it. If I start a factory, as I prob-
ably shall do in Awustralia, it is more than
likely that I shall go to South Australia.’’
T said. “ What is wrong with the West?”
He naturally smiled and said, ‘T am afraid
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that distribution costs would be too high:"’
{f course, one never dreamt that such a
lirm could start in this State, but that
shows the position of New South Wales
~ompared with that of South Australia.
There is more contentment, generally, in
industiy in South Australia than in any
other State. Derhaps I should not say
“any other State” because Western Aus-
tralia is far ahead of either Vietoria or
New South Wales.

Hon, . Fraser: Due to wise leadership.

Hon, L. B. BOLTOXN: Let us hope that
the wise Jeadership we are petting now will
continue the good work, It was wise leader-
ship that put South Australia on the map
and in the position it is in today.

Hon. (¢, Bennetts: South Australia is
more central to the other States.

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: It has more life,
uand its people know their job. They are
not ruled by unions. The Premier was a
wise man and he had a go-ahead Cabinet
of experienced business men. Many firms
in this State, knowing the position facing
them, have purchased emergency power
plants, T honestly believe that there is &
possiliility at any time of a further break-
down at the East Perth power house. I
hope that will not happen, not only for the
suke of industry, but of the State generally.

Hon. A. Thomson: The Minister for
Waorks has warned us of that, too.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Yes, and the State
Lleetrieity Commission has been in very
elose pontaet with a special eommittes of
tke mannfacturers, and this committee is
keeping in elose contact with ths position.
We have been advised that such a thing is
likely to happen, and we are to be pre-
pared as far as possible. That is all right
for ~ome industries and firms, but it is im-
possible for others. It would he mueh too
costly for many industries to instal emer-
geney plants becanse of the peculiar ma-
chinery they have. However, I hope we
will not have the position thrust on us that
we experienced last year.

Tt will be admitted that our secondary
industries are making some progress. . As
T said earlier, I want to give credit to the
late Government for its endeavonrs. While
Mr. Hawke was Minister for Industrial De-
velopment he was eertainly sineere in his
endeavours to advance our positien, but

we are not progressing as we should. Pri-
mary and secondary industries go together,
and while this State holds a very fine posi-
tion with its primary industries, the same
does not obtain with regard fo secondary
industries. We produce more primary pro-
ducts than we can consume and, as a re-
sult, we have to find other markets for
them. We want to bring our sceondary
indusiries to somewhere near the same
level. I have every confidence Lhat the pre-
sent (overnment is wide awake {o this fact.

This brings me to the point that it is
very hard to understand, in view of the

‘difficulties and the higher eosts that indus-

try has to face in this State, the reason
for the appointment by this (lovernment
of a Royal Commission to consider addi-
tional’ workers' compensation benefits, I
understand that I am not permitted to
discuss fully the terms of réference of
this Commission, Were I allowed to do
so I would speak very strongly on the
matter. For the last 12 years this Cham-
ber has, to a certain extent, had to defend
the employers against many reguests made
by the Labonr Government for addi-
tional henefits, We are teld that any addi-
tional henefits which may be granted will
not be at the expense of either the employer
or the employee. That is difficult to under-
stand,

It certainly means additions] taxation and
a general increase in costs to industry. I say
that industry in this State cannot stand addi-
tional costs, I want to quote, briefly, the
latest figures dealing with workers, compen-
sation premiums in this and the Eastern
States—particolarly the fwo States from
where we get most of ouy competition, This
investigation covering accidents happening at
or away from the worker’s employment was
made ouly recently and the results show
it is obvious that this extension of workers’
cover wonld considerably inevease the num-
ber and cost of elaims. It is quite ohvie:
that that must he so. In the initinl
announcemeni by the Government with re-
spect to the proposed Royal Commission,
it was stated that the cost to the employers
wounld be redneed. I fail to appreciate
how that would be possible,

The benefits under the legislation in this
State do nol vary very mueh from those
provideit in the Aets operating in other
States, hut nevertheless the figures T have
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at my disposal show tha( the cost per head
of pepulation in Western Australia is very
high, Here it amounts to 18s. 4d. per head
of the population. In Vietoria the costt
is 8s. 4d, and in South Australia, 8s. 1d.
Those arve the fwo States from which we
must expect our grealest eompetition and
the disadvantages disclosed there are ob-
vicus—a difference of 10s. in one instance
and 10s, 3d. in the other, In New South
Wales the cost is the highest in Australia,
but there they cover the employee when
journcying to and from his work. That
is an addivional benefit that is mentioned
in the refercnces drawg up for the Royal
Commission here. The eost in New South
Wales is 10s. 4d. per head of the popula-
tion. In Queensland it is 15s. 5d, and in,
Tasmania it is 8s. 4d., the same as that
applying in Victoria,

From these figures it will be seen thab
Western Australia is at o distinet disadvant-
age in respeet of present-day cost of
workers' compensation. To burden indus-
try further with legislation providing
additional henefits for the workers, parti-
colarly in the directions that have been
suggested, would, in my opinion, be quite
wrong,  The Commonwezith Government
in its social service legislation provides sick
pay for a worker the moment he is unable
to eontinuer his usnal avocation and enables
him immediately to reeeive those payments
from the Federal authority, That is all
in addition to the figures gunoted' by Mr.
Baxter this afternoon.

The employers have to grant each off
their workers six days’ sick leave per year,
which s uvailed by employees, whether
they he sick or not, to an extent of
about 99 per cent. of those to whom it
applies. T have no objection to that; it
is the law, ind we have to obey it.  Mr.
Baxter gave a very clear exposition of the
position as he sees it, and 1 congratulate
him on his speech, particularly in regard
to his references to industrial matters. It
seems to me that the terms of reference of
the Roval Commission savour of nothing
more than an attempt at nationalisation.
That is what it is. I believe it will end in the
nationalisation of insurance. If the Com-
monwenlth Government's banking policy
should be carried through, the next thing
we can expeet in that that Government will
tackle insurance,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. G. Fraser: It is to be hoped that it
foes,

Hon. G. Bennetts: T nope so, too.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON : I hope it does not.
The present position is perfectly satisfactory
and the benefits enjoyed by the workers are
equal, if not superior, to those available in
any other Stale of the Commonwealth, Dur-
ing the past year the number of factories
in Western Australia increased by a totul
of 349, The employment figures show an
inerease from 29,146 to 30,562, which is, as
one would expect, an all-time record. Wages
and salaries paid inerease:l hv spproximatel s
£270,000 and now amount to £7,883,814,
which was the amount paid by the industrics
of this State for the 12 months. The cutput
figures from the factories incressed to a
total of £34,022,839. While those fignres
are the highest on record, they do not show
the proportional inerease of the war years.

I admit it is very diffien)t to compare the
figures I have quoted with those of previous
years, because costs generally and prices,
too, have risen so high and the value of the
has fallen to such an extent that it is al-
most impossible to say defiditely whether our
output has increased proportionately or
otherwise, I am inclined to think that the
position is otherwise, because 1 think most
employers will agree with me that we hardly
receive the value for wages paid today that
we did some vears ago. T do not think there
i the slichest doubt that. In my own in-
dustry and in the building and other trades,
a limit is set not upon the capacity to work
but by some hoard or authority—of course,
it is always from the workers’ side—that
fixes the volume of work that a man is al-
lowed to do in & given time.

Hon. E..II. Gray: You have no proof of
that.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON : T have lots of proof
of it.

Hon. G. Fraser: It is quite easy to say
that.

Hon, L. B. BOLTOX: Mention has been
made from time to time in this ITouse of the
number of bricks that a man can lay.

Hon. G. Fraser: That has heen denied.

Hon. L, B. BOLTON: What applies to
brick-laying applies equally in other in-
dustries,

Hon, G. Fraser: That has been denieqd
by the uniens.

4
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Hon. L. B, BOLTON: I am sorry that I
cannot accept their denial,

Hon. G. Fraser: They should know what
their instructions were.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: 1 know that costs
have risen very much higher than would be
aceounted for merely ti the inereased wages.
Working conditions ‘generally have been
much hetter in Western Australia both dur-
ing and since the war, The workers enjoy
more amenities than ever before,-and I be-
lieve—1I think even Mr, Fraser will not deny
it—that today- employers give much more
consideration to the comfort of their workers
than ever before. I give the unions credit
for much in that connection. They have seen
to it that it shonld be so. The wise em-
ployer knows that it s in his own interests
to provide his workers with every comfort
and assistance possible in order to get the
best out of them. Today we hear quite a
lot about output. We are told that Aus-
tralin’s outpnt should be increased, and so
on. 1 think it was Mr. Bennetts who said
he did not agree with that.

Hon, . Bennetts: I did not say that.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I was mistaken.
I remember now the statement was made
in another place and I think it was Mr.
Leslie who =aid in the Legislative Assembly
last night that he did not agree that out-
put should be increased. I disagree with
that attitude. T think we can, and shonld,

inerease our output in almost every diree-

tion.
Hon, E. H. Grry: Hear, hear!

Hon. I.. B, BOLTON: To ask at the same
time for a reduction of the working week
fo one of 40 hours would, in my wpimion,
bring about a position that would make
such an achicvement jmpossible,

Ion. A. Thomson:
effect,

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: As an employer
of labour, I think I am justified in stating
my own experience, and from that stand-
point I am certain in my own mind that
output must be decreased by working 40
hours instead of 44 hours a week.

It must have that

The Honorary Minister: They say that
they work faster during the 40 hours.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: That may be so in
some instances, but, to my mind, the per-
centage of fast workers would be very small.
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Hon. E. M. Davies: Would not the
mechanjsation of industry compensate for
that ?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Is not industry
mechanised as much as possible now?

Hon. E. M. Davies: It will be mechanised
still further as a result of wartime experi-
ence,

Hon. [.. B. BOLTON: Probably industry
today is taking advantage of the experi-
ence gained during the war period. Many
factories have improved their plant by
means of mechanisation and in every other
way possible. All that, however, means ad-
ditional costs for operating purposes, but
the results are certainly of benefit not only
to the employers but.to the State gener-
ally. Personally, I will never be convinced
that as much work can be turned out in a
week of 40 hours as in a week of 44 hours.

Hon, G. Fraser: The same argument was
advanced when the proposal was to reduce
the working week from 48 to 44 hours.

Hon. L. B., BOLTON: And if the hon.
memher and his friends get a 40-hour
week, they will want a 36-hour week.

Hon. A. Thomson: They are asking tor
that already.

Hon. T.. B, BOLTON: If they get a 36-
hour week, they will want a 30-hour week.
There is no-question about that, Little as
I know Mr. Fraser, I do hot think he
would be satisfied, even if he were a farmer.

Hon. G. Fraser: I am quite easily satis-
fied.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: The output of many
factories is governed hy the capacity of
the plant, and if that plant works four
haurs less the output must be redueed.

Hon. 1. B. BOLTON: That is so. An-
other yuestion T desire fo touch upon be-
fore coneluding refers to transport, whjich
is one of the greatest problems of the times
and one that is becoming more serious
every day. I think the evidence given by
Mr. Eltis, the Commissioner of Railways,
before the Royal Commission inquiring into
operations at the Midland Junetion Work-
shops, although staggering was not surpris-
ing, For years we have known of the de-
plorable eondition of our railways and the
enormous losses inenrved. ,Only last week
I had quite a long conversation regarding
railway matters with the Secretary for'
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Raliways in South Australia, There they
are in almost as bad a2 plight as we are.
Proimbly their rollingstoek is not in such
bad vcondition but financially they are
right up against it. They have to provide
for an interest bill of over £1,000,000 per
annum before they start on working costs.
What the outcome of it will be, is very
ditticult to see. At present it appears that
the two most vital considerations in eon-
nection with the railways are the deliveries
of super and the handling of our harvest.
If we have rain at an early date—and I
think we shall—\Vestern Australia will
probably enjoy one of the best harvests it
has ever huad, which means that next year
& much =reater area will be sown than is
nnder crop this season,

Hon, E. H. Gray: And it will be wanted,

toon.

Iton. J.. B. BOLTOX: That is so. We
should see that everything possible is done
to ensure a big erop and to bring a large
area under eultivation; and Mr. Gray and
his colleagues will have no exense what-
ever these days in not furthering such an
ohjective on the score that farm-hands are
paid a mere pittance.

The IHonorary Minister: There are nob
many there,

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: . What few are
there are paid mood wages. I douht whether
any farmer has a good farm hand on his
property to whom he is paying less than
£3 55, a week, and tucker,

Hon. L. Craig:
€3 12s, G

Hon, [.. B. BOLTOXN: Yes. I know that
the wurker himself would see that the farmer
paid the award rate,

Ilon. L. Craig: And a 40-hour week.

Ilon, L. B. BOLTON: Yes, in most in-
staniees there i< a J0-hour week. As a
matier of fact, I -think that if the hourg
worked from the 1st January to the 31st De-
cemher were added up, they would be
found to total less than 40.

The Honorary Minister:
true.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Sometimes people
tail to take into account that on wet days
fariners can do practically nothing; yet
farm hands are paid the same rate for the
whole period. It is also the practice

The award mte g

That s quite

[CGUNCIL.)

probably on every farm of any size fon
workers to have every Saturday afternoon
or the whole of every other Saturday free,
My hands get every other Baturday as a
holiday, which gives them a chance to go
to the nearest town if they so desire. How-
ever, I am wanderiag a little from the sub-
Jjoct; but it my friends will interject I feel
that when I have an answer, I should give
it. 1 was speaking of the handling of super,
That and the handling of the barvest uve
the two difficulties facing us so far as trans-
port is concerned. The harvest could wait,
but the super cannot. It must be delivered
on time, otherwise we eannot sow our ¢rops;
and unless we sow our crops we cannot
reap them.

I have a snggestion te make—and I might
say thut 1 put it to the Minister just before
the House met today: 1 suggest that in
order to overcome the difficulty, and to en-
able farmers to secure super in ample time,
the rond transport resirictions be entirely
removed on ull legitimate farmers’ vehicles
—that is, triucks——in order that they ean curt
their own super, eommeneing from the 1st,
October nexst. Super will be ready for
delivery on that date.  There are many
farmers who have only onc conveyance,
They come {o town once or twice a month
and have to return empty. If the restrie-
tions were removed—and I ask for their
removal only on legitimate farmers’ vehicles
—then cvery time a man eame to the city
from the 1st October, he could take back
two, three or four tons—or if his truck
could carry i, five ton=—of snper. That
wonld relieve the position very mmeh, [
suggest that arvangements could he made
wilh the super vompanies,

As a matter of fact, the super companies
are not at all favourable to this iden; thev
say it interferes with the loading of their
railway warons, But arrangements could
Ye made for those motor trucks to be loaded
at a given time each day, so that there wonld
be no interference with the steady flow of
loading on ip the railway trucks. I am
convinced that great benefit would aeerue
if this concession were made immediately.
To do what was done last year would be
useless. It is no good waiting until the
position is aeute and then throwing the
whole thing open and having hig ten-ton
trucks carting super and cutting the roads
to pieces. But I am convinced that suffi-
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eient super could be moved to many dis-
tricts under the conditions I have sug-
gested,

The farmer e¢an
There

The Honorary Minister:
do thet now with his own truck,
is no rvestriction,

Hon. L. B, BOLTON: I do not think so.

The Honorary Minister: Definitely! He
vannot employ another truek, but he ean
use his own.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I was not aware
that the Lavmer eould do that teday with
his own truek. I soggest that the Minister
make suve. |

The Honorary Minister: I am sure.

Hon. L. B, BOLTON: T suggest that the
Honorary Minister make sure and advise
the House in his reply. I shall be glad
if he will do that. Unfortunately, those
of us who are farmers know that during
the war we had poor quality super com-
pared with what we obtnined before the
war. Now that we ave receiving rock from
Ocean Island and Nawt'u, the guality is al-
most back to that of olden times; and I can
assure the House that farmers would be per-
feetly sale in taking delivery of super as
carly as October and holding it till they are
ready to lop-dress or sow any time during
the next season. Many of us have had bitier
experienve of taking delivery of supen
early.  Already there is an agitation for
farmers Lo receive super before (hristmas,

Hon. H. Tuekey: T¥d yon say the iuality
s better than it used to be?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: T can assure my
friend, who is a user of super, that it
i+ vastly superior to anything we have had
for the last Tour or five years and is almost,
if not entirely, equal to the pre-war super.

Hon, [ Craig: What percentage of phos-
phates does it eontain?

Ton. L. B. BOLTOXN: The percentage is
22, and—Mr. Craig can correct me if I am
\\lon,'.‘.'ﬁ-fhe best we have ever had was 23,

Ton. L. Craig: That 18 so.

Hon. 1. B. BOLTOYX: That means to say
that this super can bhe held and thore is
no fear of its deteriorating, or of its lump-
ing or rotting the bags so that il is impos-
gible fo handle the product after it has
been in the shed for a week or two, I ean
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assure farmers that what I am saying is
correct; [ may have a little inside know-
ledge.

Hon. (. Fraser: Does that apply to all
eompanies or just one?

Hon. 1.. B. BOLTON: Every company. I
did not mention any particular company.
I am not suggesting to members that any
one particular company it concerned.
Every company will be in the same position,

The Honorary Minister: It is a combina-
tion of super companies, is it not?

Hon. 7. B. BOLTON: Not that I know.
They have super in different buildings miles
away from one another.

Hon. G. Fraser: I thought perhaps you
might only have knowledge of one com-
pany.

Hon. L. B, BOLTOXN: 1 trust the Honor-
ary Minister will take this matter up, and
if the restrictions are not already removed,
I hope sincerely that they will be lifted in
time to permit large quantities of super to
be transported at an early date.

Hon. T. A, TLogan: The masjority of;
tarmers do not know.
The Honorary Minister: That is the

trouble.

Hon. 1. B, BOLTON: That is one of the
reasons T mentioned ‘it in this House. I
am sure that members will make the in-
formation available at every opportunity,
and it may be possible to give some pub-
licity to the faect. T do not know that many
farmers wonld vead ‘‘Hansard’’ in prefer-
enee to their Joeal paper or the daily news-
paper.

The llonorary Minister: Provided a
farmer hrings primary produce down—a '
haz of oats or a sheep or something—he
ean fake super back.

Hon. L. B. BOLTOX: Those are the prin-
cipal matters on which I wished tq address
the House. T omitted, when I began, to
express regret at the passing of My, Drew,
Fle was a member when I entered the House
16 or 17 years ago; and I found him just
as everybody else found him—one of na-
ture’s gentlemen. ‘He gave great serviee
to the State—I will not say to his party,
beeause he was hardly a party man. But
he wave great service to Western Australia
and was gn ornament not only of the Lab-
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our movement but of every movement with
which he was connected. I support the
maotion.

On motion by the Honorary Minister, de-
hate adjourned. .

House adjourned at 812 paw.

Lregislative Assembly.

Wedaeswday, 27th August, 1947.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p., and read prayers,

QUESTIONS,

PIONEER BUS SERVICE
Ax to Increase of Fares,

Mr. MARSHALL {on notice) asked the
Minister fuor Transport:

{1) Is it a faet that sanetion has heen
given to the Pioncer Bus Service, operating
hetween Perth and Bassendean, to increase
the fares chargeable on that route!

(2} Upon what grounds was the sanction
to increase fares on this particular route
granted, and does he concur in such in-
erease !

The MINISTER replied:

{1) Yes.

[ASSEMBLY.]

(2) To assist in restoring the finaneial
stability of the compnny which has de-
teriorated over the past years mainly through
operating at fares lower than those on eom-
parable routes. As this is an essential in
the rchabilitation of the service generally
the inereases approved by the Transport
Board were made with my concurrence.

TTARBOURS,

{a} .19 to Seheme fr!;‘ Riunhury
Developinent, Ete,

Mr. MURRAY (on nntice)
Minister for Works:

asked the

In view of the decision by the previous
Cabinct on the 7th October, 1946, in regard
to a major scheme for Bunbury Harbour
development and associate works:

{1) Does he intend to tully carry out this
plan?

(2} \What finsncial provision has been
made in this year's pstimates for this work?

(3) Has the plan been submitted to Col.
Tydeman, as promised hy the previons
Minister for Work+ and later by himself ?

{-t} If 80, how much of Col. Tydeman’s
report is he prepared to make available for
perusal 7

(#) Will ke arrnnge for an inspection and
report from Col. Tydeman on the desira-
bility of re-opening “Beat Channel,” the
cffoct of eclosure heing covered in P.W.TN.
Plan dated the 30th June, 1898, prepared
by Mr. W, E, Wood, and also hy subse-
quent events?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Subject to My. Tydeman’s review,
yes. !

{2} £80,000 provided on draft Loan Esti-
mates. This will cover preliminary work at
Roelands Quarry, provision of equipment,
cte,

{3 Yes, .

(4) Mr, Tydeman will commenve his re-
view of the Bunbury Harbour Improve-
ments seheme shortly.

{3) Yes.

(b} s te Propasaly for Albany
Development.
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE
asked the Minister for Works:
{1} Do the proposals put forward by the
Director of Works to the Wise Government

{on notice)



